They assemble according to their parishes, and march with their banners to the principal places in their district, singing a few hymns specially chosen for the day ; and then they have a short service in the church, after which they disperse for dinner, to meet again later in the afternoon, when they are taken to some place in the country, where they play games, and after a good tea return home.
Those who are able to be out do not forget their friends in the hospitals, so, as I believe in the South Whit Monday is not made such a children's festival, the readers of The Hospital might like to know how it is spent in the North. The little patients had been busy for some time practising the hymns, for if they could not go with the crowd outside they did not mean to be beaten at the singing. There had been many fears about the weather, because if it had rained the windows could not have been opened, and so half the pleasure would have been gone ; but it turned out fine, and every child had on two scarlet jackets to prevent them from catching cold.
The nurses had to be busy very early in the morning to get everything ready, for the first visitors were expected at nine o'clock, and there was a great deal of extra work to be done, one of the standing rules for Whit Monday being that whoever had hair that could possibly be made to curl, it should be curled to the utmost extent. So there were endless papers to be untwisted, and the curls combed out with the greatest elegance. Then those who could be dressed had on the most gorgeous clothes the hospital could produce, and then all the beds had to be turned round with the feet to the windows, so that the occupants could see out ; and those who were dressed were perched on tables or high chairs, so that they could see over the heads of the others. Then the finishing touch to the arrangements was to display all the bunting to the greatest advantage. The wards are built in a separate block at the back of the administrative block, the two being connected by a long corridor; this leaves two squares of ground between the two blocks, one on each side of the corridor. Part of one of these squares is a little higher than the ward windows, and it was on this that most of the visitors stood so that they could see into the ward and the patients could see them, all being assembled in one ward for the occasion. 
